
Fourteenth Century Crash Course 

Page 1 of 26 

Fourteenth Century Crash Course 

Cynehild Cynesigesdohtor 

The Fourteenth Century is often called calamitous for the various trials wrought by nature, fate, and politics 
during the hundred year period.  This handout provides waaaaaaay more information than we’ll cover in this 
class, but to understand one event, its best to have as much background information as possible. 

This class is informed by class notes from Professor Kamerick’s Medieval Civilization (U. of Iowa course), as well 
as some excellent books including: A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous Fourteenth Century by Barbara W. Tuchman 
(Alfred P. Knopf, 1978), The Plantagenets by Dan Jones (Penguin, 2013), and The Time Traveller's Guide to 
Medieval England: A Handbook for Visitors to the Fourteenth Century by Ian Mortimer (Touchstone, 2011). I 
encourage you to refer to these books for more information.  

A. Four Horsemen 
a. The Black Horse (Famine) 

i. The Great Famine of 1315 - 1317 
1. Following the Medieval Climate Optimum of approximately 950 – 1250 CE, the Little Ice Age 

was a period of climate change that lead to famine and social change throughout Europe. 
2. Temperatures began cooling and warm summers were no longer a guarantee in Europe. 
3. The famine began with heavy rains in the spring of 1315, which did not let up through the 

summer.  The rains ruined crops and prevented fodder from being cured for the livestock.  In 
England, the price of food doubled between spring and summer.  The cost of salt increased 
from 30 shillings to 40 shillings per pound.  

4. Very quickly, the cost of food became too high for the peasant classes who began to forage for 
wild plants, roots, and nuts.  

5. The rains returned in the spring of 1316 and in desperation draft animals were butchered, seed 
grain consumed, and children abandoned. 
a. Cannibalism appears in chronicles, but there is limited archaeological evidence for it.  

6. A third and final summer of heavy rains returned in 1317. 
7. The famine killed an estimated 10-25% of the population of many cities and towns and the 

agricultural effect of the loss of seed grain, labor, and animals was felt until 1325. 
8. The famine is believed to have undermined the institutional authority of the Roman Catholic 

church, laying the foundation for later protestations against its authority. 
9. There was also a demonstrable increase in crime and a failure by local government to 

adequately respond, decreasing the people’s trust in the framework of authority.  
10. The Great Famine, though not as deadly as the events that followed it, laid the groundwork for 

many of the great social changes of the fourteenth century. Specifically, it delineated a clear 
line between the abundance of the past and the fatalism of the future. 

b. The Red Horse (War) 
i. The Hundred Years’ War(s) (1337-1453) 

1. In 1337, King Edward III of England (hereinafter Eddy), by virtue of his decent from William I, 
King of England and Duke of Normandy and Eleanor, Duchess of the Aquitaine, held lands on 
the continent for which he owed the King of France his homage.  

2. Edward didn’t really want to give it.  
3. King Philip VI (hereinafter Phil) of France was annoyed by this and confiscated Edwards lands in 

Aquitaine. 
4. Eddy escalated matters and declared himself King of France. 
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a. His claim was through his mother Isabella of France, who was the sister of King Charles IV 
of France, who had died without legitimate male issue. 

b. After Charles IV died, the French had crowned his cousin Phil in accordance with Salic law, 
which prohibited inheritance through the female line. 

5. Edwardian Phase (1337-1360) 
a. 1337  

i. In July, the French began chevauchée-style raids into the English-held Agenais 
1. Chevauchée combat is a type of ranging, mounted combat that focuses on reducing 

the productivity of a territory by burning and pillaging the region, destroying the 
enemy’s supplies and making the are unpalatable to its residents.  If properly 
applied, this style of combat allows a commander to exact punishing damages with 
few resources. 

ii. In the Low Countries (modern-day Belgium/Netherlands/Luxembourg region), Eddy 
connived with the local authorities to guarantee himself almost 7,000 men, including 
2,000 from Louis/Ludwig IV of Bavaria, the Holy Roman Emperor (hereinafter HRE), for 
two months.   

iii. The year ended in a lull as cardinals flew between the royal courts to negotiate a truce.   
b. 1338 

i. Fighting in 1338 took place in three spheres, the South (around the English holdings in 
the Aquataine, including Gascony/Guyenne, Saintonge, Agenais, and Armagnac), the 
North (around the French Crown Lands in the north-east between Amiens and 
Antwerp), and the Channel (including the Channel Islands [Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, 
Herm, and Sark] and the southern coast of England). 

ii. In February, one month before the end of the truce, Eddy began raising his army and in 
July he crossed the Channel with 4,500 to set up headquarters in Antwerp, part of the 
duchy of Brabant. 

iii. In April, in the South, the French were making inroads and establishing garrisons along 
the Dordogne and Garonne and had almost encircled the Bordeaux. 

iv. Eddy’s delays in the North meant that the French could keep pressure on in the South, 
laying siege to Bordeaux (it only lasted a week before the French got bored and left) but 
raiding continued against the English until the fall. 

v. In August, back in the North, Phil reached Amiens, a city on the Somme and part of the 
Crown Lands of France (about 132 mi. southeast of Brabant), to set up his headquarters 

vi. Then… nothing happened. The English didn’t want to fight without getting paid and 
without the presence of the Emperor 

vii. In September, Eddy travelled to meet the HRE, and was named Vicar General of the 
Empire and authorized to act “throughout Germany and France and all the provinces 
and parts thereof.” 

viii. Throughout the year the French undertook raiding in the Channel, capturing Guernsey 
in September 1338.  The English were largely incapable of stopping them. 

ix. And then… winter and nothing. 
c. 1339 

i. Fighting in 1339 continued in the North, the South, and the Channel. 
ii. French raiding in the Channel continued until July, when the English were able to gather 

enough ships to counter a planned French on the Cinque Ports (Hastings, New Romney, 
Hythe, Dover, and Sandwich).  This was aided by a mutiny of Phil’s Genoese seamen. 

iii. In August, the English began taking the fight to the French in the Channel, with little 
effect as the French had become comfortable in their position. 
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iv. In September, Phil removed the Oriflamme, sacred banner of the French kings, from its 
repository at Saint Denis, signifying his intent to go to war. 

v. Eddy and his army of 10,000 – 15,000 moved towards the French garrisons and crossed 
from Flanders into France in early October. 

vi. Having few provisions the English quickly began pillaging local villages.  
vii. A formal challenge was sent by the French for battle on the 21st or 22nd of October, Eddy 

accepted.   
viii. Both forces set their lines, and Edward knighted a number of his followers, however 

battle was not met and both sides eventually withdrew. 
d. 1340 

i. On January 26, 1340, Eddy formally declared himself King of France at Ghent 
ii. In June 1340, Phil raised a fleet of 200 ships and planned to intercept a possible English 

invasion.  Unfortunately, on June 13, 1340, the English fleet surprised the French at 
Sluys and captured 90% of the French fleet and killed as many as 18,000 French sailors 
and soldiers. 

iii. Eddy marched from Sluys to Tournai in August and laid siege to Tournai.  Unfortunately, 
he did not have the necessary forces. 

iv. A nine month truce was agreed to in September. 
e. 1341-1342 

i. Skirmishes continued the Aquitaine while Eddy was distracted by Scotland. 
ii. In October 1342, Eddy landed in Brittany with 5,000 men.  He laid siege to Vannes, but a 

truce was agreed to from January 1343 – September 1346. 
f. 1345-1347 

i. Eddy reneged on the truce of 1343 and planned to march with John de Montfort, 
Godfrey de Harcourt, and Henry of Grosmont, into northern France, Brittany, and 
Gascony. 
1. Uncertainty in the loyalty of the Flems cancelled the march into northern France 

ii. The campaign in Brittany saw mixed success, sieges of Quimper and Guingcamp failed, 
but the English defeated Charles of Blois at Saint-Pol de Léon 

iii. The Gascon campaign saw the recapture of Bergerac, relief of the siege of Auberoche, 
reoccupation of La Réole, and capture of Aiguillon. 

iv. 1346 saw a change in English strategy from relying on the support of their allies, to 
operating an independent and securely funded English army. 
1. This was supported by military assessments on landowners in England.  Additionally, 

prisoners were offered the chance to serve in the army in exchange for a pension 
a. This led to concerns about the lack of discipline exhibited especially by the foot 

soldiers. 
2. Estimates for the size of the force raised in 1346 range from 7,000 to 15,250 men, 

including men at arms, spearmen, archers, mounted archers, hobelars, and others. 
3. In comparison, the French army is believed to have had between 20,000 and 25,000 

soldiers and knights. 
v. On August 26, 1346, the French and English armies met at Crécy, just south of Calais 

1. Eddy positioned himself at the top of the hill with his archers in the flanks. 
2. Phil allowed his crossbowmen to attack without support from the rest of the army 
3. In the end, Phil’s error led to the death of more than 1,500 French knights and 

nobles, decimating the French command structure. 
4. The French defeat led to a Scottish invasion of England which ended with the 

capture of the Scottish king. 
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vi. In September, Eddy laid siege to Calais with as many as 32,000 men and accepted its 
surrender in August 1347 

vii. The arrival of the Black Death put a stop to fighting for a few years. 
g. 1350-1359 

i. Phil died in August of 1350 and his son, John II, set about reforming the French military. 
ii. In August 1350, Eddy defeated a Castilian fleet of Winchelsea 

iii. Negotiations organized by the church ran through 1355 with Eddy being offered full 
sovereignty in the Aquitaine, Poitou, and the Limousin.  However, the French left the 
negotiations. 

iv. In 1355, the Black Prince led an incredibly successful chevauchée from the Bordeaux 
through the Languedoc to the Mediterranean. 
1. There was little risk of counter-attack and the region was rich with plunder. 

v. In the summer of 1356, another chevauchée was launched by the Black Prince from the 
Bordeaux into lower Normandy. 
1. He was accompanied by a company of Breton troops and Philip, the brother of 

Charles of Navarre. 
2. On their return march, they met the French army at Poitiers 
3. Like at Crécy, the Black Prince arrayed his forces on a hill and employed the his 

archers to devastating effect. 
4. Additionally, the French were drawn into the morass that lay between their lines 

and the English lines by feints under the Earl of Warwick and a mounted 
manoeuuuuuvre by Captal de Buch. 

5. John II was captured, largely ending official engagements of the first phase. 
6. Caroline Phase (1369-1389) 

a. More to come! 
c. The Pale Horse (Death) 

i. The Black Death (1347-1350/1) 
1. Party got started in Sicily in October 1347 
2. Reached England by 1348 
3. Across Europe the death toll probably accounted for between 45 and 50% of the population.  In 

England it may have been as low as 20%  (Philip Daileader, The Late Middle Ages, audio/video 
course produced by The Teaching Company, [2007]) or as high as 66% (Stéphane Barry and 
Norbert Gualde, in L'Histoire n° 310, June 2006, pp.45–46.) 

4. Death toll was higher in areas with concentrated populations (cities), London may have lost as 
much as 60% of its population. (http://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/mar/29/black-
death-not-spread-rat-fleas-london-plague) 

5. Bubonic or Pneumonic?  
a. The commonly accepted theory is that Yersinia pestis was passed human-to-flea and flea-

to-human via fleas biting infected rats. 
b. Dr. Tim Brooks of Public Health England in Porton Down suggests that it may have been 

pneumonic, incubating in the lungs and spread human-to-human by coughing and 
aspiration, rather than bubonic.  

6. The strain of Yersinia pestis found in skeletons dating to the plague period found in London is 
an almost perfect match to the strain that killed 60 people in Madagascar in 2012.  The strain in 
Madagascar was bubonic not pneumonic.  (If you’re curious.) 

7. Disease was aided by poor nutrition, poor sanitation, and poor health.   
8. Some pockets of Europe were largly spared, including Poland, parts of the Netherlands, Basque 

territories, and Milan. 
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a. These pockets of resistance may have been caused by natural immunity or low population 
density.  More likely it was because of  

9. Though it was not the end of Yersinia pestis in Europe, the commonly accepted end date for 
the Black Death in Western Europe is 1350/1.   

10. Also massively bad news for Jews, who bore the brunt of Christian anger resulting from not 
understanding what was happening to the world’s population. 
a. In February 1349, between 900 and 2,000 Jews were murdered in Strasbourg 
b. In August 1349, the Jewish communities in Mainz and Cologne were exterminated. 
c. By 1351 some 210 Jewish communities had been destroyed and 350 separate massacres 

had occurred. 
d. Pope Clement VI issued two papal bulls in 1348 calling for the clergy to protect the Jewish 

community.  
e. Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV made property of Jews killed in riots forfeit.  
f. Romani communities were also heavily persecuted. 

11. Massive decrease in population caused, in part, by the plague resulted in a consolidation of 
personal wealth and liberation of many previously bonded laborers. 
a. Basically, there were fewer people alive but the same amount of valuable goods and coins, 

plus the same number of fields to be worked.  If Lord Bigglesworth, though he had 
inherited the lands of all the dead Bigglesworth cousins decided that he didn’t need 
decrease his laborers’ rents, or at all, said laborers would offski, an illegal move under the 
Ordinance of Labourers (1349) and Statute of Labourers (1351), to the estate of Lord 
Fauntleroy who was willing to charge them lower rents and maybe even pay them a few 
pence a day to farm his lands.  Eventually, Lord Bigglesworth would be left with lands that 
weren’t producing anything and Lord Fauntleroy would acquire them at a discount.  
Meanwhile, the laborers, now with greater bargaining power, could obtain greater rights 
and freedoms. [Insert phoenix metaphor here.]  

d. The White Horse (Conquest) 
i. Wat Tyler’s Rebellion (1381) 

1. In the aftermath of the Black Death, the English government tried to prevent desertion of the 
manorial system and social unrest by passing a series of laws which attempted to fix wages at 
pre-plague levels, make a crime of refusal to work, and impose fines on those who didn’t 
behave.  

2. In theory, the laws applied both to laborers and employers, however in practice they wre only 
applied to laborers and even then in an arbitrary fashion.   

3. The laws were strengthened in 1361, a move that was viewed as unpopular.  
4. The financial power of laborers continued to increase in the wake of the plague, however the 

government continued to impose the strict labor restrictions.  
5. In 1377, parliament (called the Hilary Parliament) levied a new poll tax of four pence (or one 

groat) per person over the age of fourteen who was not a beggar, to finance the war with 
France.  

6. In 1377, Edward III died, leaving his ten-year-old son to be crowned Richard II of England. 
7. Also in 1377, the “Great Rumour” swept south-east England which lead to rural laborers 

organizing themselves in to protest groups and arguing that according to the Domesday Book, 
they were exempt from request for feudal service.  They tried to petition the courts and 
Richard II, but it did not work. 

8. In 1379, a second tax was levied, graduated by social class and with the minimum age changed 
to sixteen. 
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9. In 1381, a third tax was levied that set a flat rate of 12 pence per person over the age of fifteen.  
This move proved highly unpopular and the government had to send investigators to 
communities, especially in the south-east, to determine who had paid and who was still owing.  
This was even less popular. 

10. A major source of complaint, primarily in the south-east, was the law courts which were seen 
as overbearing and unfair. 
a. People liberated confiscated animals and agitated for organizing village councils 

independent of feudal authority. 
11. Revolt broke out in Essex in 1381 after John Bampton, a member of parliament closely aligned 

with royal circles, arrived to investigate non-payment of the poll tax. 
a. Bampton attempted to have Thomas Baker, representative of the village of Fobbing, 

arrested after he refused to render additional monies.  When Bampton and two of his 
sergeants arrived to physically arrest Baker, violence broke out and, while Bampton 
escaped, three of his clerks and several Brentwood townsfolk were killed.  

12. Revolt spread quickly through Essex and Kent 
a. In Kent, the arrest of Robert Belling, a supposed runaway serf, was the instigation. 

13. Wat Tyler led the Kentish rebels to Canterbury, where they were admitted without resistance 
in June 1381.  In Canterbury, they deposed the absent Archbishop and exacted vows of support 
from the cathedral monks.  Additionally they attached properties in the city with links to the 
royal council, executed suspected enemies, and released the prisoners from the local jail.  Tyler 
then turned to London. 

14. The rebels, now including men from Kent, Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, armed with a mixture of 
weapons, marched on London. 

15. At Blackheath, outside London, John Ball, a radical preacher from Kent, gave a rousing sermon 
in which he asked, “When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then a gentleman?” 

16. A delegation led by the Bishop of Rochester was sent from London to persuade the rebels to go 
home.  When these negotiations failed, the decision was made that the King himself should 
meet with the rebel leaders at Greenwich. 
a. This decision was strongly influenced by the king’s lack of available military support, his 

closest force was in the north of England protecting against the Scots, and most of his 
military leaders were abroad. 

17. On June 13, Richard sailed from London to Greenwich, protected by four barges of soldiers.  
However, Richard refused to come ashore and the rebels refused to begin discussions until he 
did. 

18. That afternoon, the rebels began to advance on London.  Defenders at London Bridge allowed a 
contingent to pass out of sympathy or fear and the rebels entered the city and opened to the 
gates to the rest of their forces.  

19. In London, the rebels named a long list of individuals they wanted to see executed by the king, 
including his uncle, John of Gaunt, and began attacking various buildings including jails, fine 
houses, and the headquarters of the Knights Hospitaller and the Templars.  They also attacked 
Savoy Palace, which belonged to John of Gaunt, set fire to the Duke’s records, and threw the 
remains into the Thames. Though there was little theft, the building was set on fire.  

20. On June 14, the rebels began setting fire to the houses of officials around the royal enclave at 
Westminster, opened the Westminster jail and Newgate prison, and continued executing 
suspected Flems.  Richard again moved to meet with them, this time on land and with a 
reduced body guard.  At Mile End in East London, the main force of the rebels presented their 
demands to the king, among which were the ending of unfree tenure, and abolition of serfdom, 
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the demand that “there should be no law within the realm save the law of Winchester”, and a 
general amnesty for the rebels.  The king signed charters agreeing to some of their terms. 

21. While the main force met with the king, a smaller group of around 400 rebels entered the 
Tower of London against little resistance and began hunting for victims.  The beheaded the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury, the Royal Treasurer, John of Gaunt’s physician, and a royal 
sergeant.  They attempted to behead John of Gaunt’s son, the future Henry IV, but were 
stopped.  They found the king’s mother and sister, mocked them, and left.  Unlike at Savoy 
Palace, the rebels who entered the Tower of London looted the place of arms, armor, and 
other items. 

22. Rather than returning to the tower, Richard made for his house in south-west London where he 
appointed a new Chancellor. 

23. At this point the Essex rebels began to disburse, but the Kentish forces, including Wat Tyler, 
stuck around.  

24. On June 15, the king again agreed to meet with the remaining rebels at Smithfield to discuss 
terms. 
a. Wat Tyler, after quarrelling with some of the royal servants, was stabbed by William 

Walworth, the mayor of London. 
b. As the situation was about to take a disastrous turn, the king convinced the crowd to follow 

him to Clerkenwell Fields to defuse things. 
c. Walworth was knighted for his support.  

25. With Wat Tyler dead, the rebellion began to collapse in the South-East, though it continued in 
other regions of England for another week.  

26. Suppression of the rebellion was swift, with courts being held throughout England to prosecute 
the rebels  
a. Richard rejected any agreements he had made with the rebels in London. 
b. Rebel leaders were rounded up across England and executed. 

27. Though royal reprisal was swift and violent, the parliament instituted no more poll taxes and at 
the end of 1381, it was determined that military expenditures should be reduced.  Additionally, 
serfdom declined after 1381, though for economic rather than political reasons. 

B. Politics 
a. Kings of England 

i. A Plantagenet family tree can be found in Figure 1. 
ii. Edward I (b. 1239, r. 1272-1307)  

1. Plantagenet 
2. Son of Henry III and Eleanor of Provence 
3. Queens: Eleanor of Castile (m. 1254-1290), Margaret of France (m. 1299-1307) 
4. Called Edward Longshanks or Hammer of the Scots (Malleus Scotorum) 
5. Reformed royal administration and common law, investigated the tenure of feudal liberties, 

and issued statutes reforming criminal and property law. 
6. Fought his Barons, fought on crusade, fought the Scots, and made his baby son Prince of Wales 

(after crushing the Welsh). 
7. Had a reputation for a fierce temper – was said to have once scared a Dean of St Paul to death, 

told one of his earls “By God, Sir Earl, either go or hang.” (Chronicle of Walter of Guisborough). 
8. Expelled the Jews from England in 1290, after having more than 300 of them murdered and 

trying to force the rest to convert. 
9. Not really loved by his subjects, but was seen as an example of ideal kingship. 

iii. Edward II (b. 1284, r. 1307-deposed 20 Jan. 1327; died 12 Sept. 1327)  
1. Plantagenet 
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2. Son of Edward I and Eleanor of Castile 
3. Queen: Isabella of France (m. 1308) 
4. Rumors have circulated for centuries that Edward II was gay or bisexual and had a sexual 

relationship with some of his male court favorites. 
a. In the case of Piers Gaveston, modern scholarship argues that they may have been 

brothers-in-arms, having made a formal compact in 1300/1, rather than engaging in a 
sexual relationship. 

5. Forced by the Ordainers, a group of 21 elected barons, to accept the Ordinances of 1311, which 
limited the king’s powers to, among other things, declare war and grant land without the 
approval of parliament, and gave parliament power over the royal administration.  

6. Lost Scotland and the battle of Bannockburn. 
7. Lack of regal behavior led to popular belief that he was to blame for the great famine of 1315-

17 and the suffering caused by the war with Scotland. 
8. A civil war called the Despenser War was fought from 1321 to 1326 between Edward II and the 

followers of Hugh Despenser the Elder on one side and the followers of the Earl of Lancaster 
and the Marcher Lords on the other. 

9. His wife Isabella took their son, the future Edward III, to France in 1325 to give homage to 
Charles IV of France, and decided she didn’t want to come back. 

10. Was eventually deposed by Isabella and her possible lover Roger Mortimer, an exiled Marcher 
Lord. 

iv. Edward III (b. 1312, r. 1327--personal rule 1330--d. 1377)  
1. Plantagenet 
2. Son of Edward II and Isabella of France 
3. Queen: Philippa of Hainault 
4. Early reign was under the regency of Roger Mortimer and his mother Isabella 

a. During his regency, Mortimer used his position to hoard estates and titles, which lead to his 
falling out with Edward III and eventual execution in 1330. 

5. Continued his father’s wars with Scotland by supporting the claim of Edward Balliol to the 
Scottish throne. 
a. In 1356 after the defeat of David II and a reasonable amount of time on the throne, he 

ceded his claim to Edward III in exchange for an English pension.  
6. Declared himself the King of France in 1337 and started a little war to back it up 
7. During the Black Death, Edward issued the Ordinance of Labourers and Statute of Labourers 

(1351) to prevent the breakdown of the manorial system as laborers sought better lives 
elsewhere 

8. Banned Papal benefices and limited the power of the papal court over English subjects 
9. During his reign, Parliament became bicameral, the House of Commons was established in 

1341, and the office of the Speaker of the Commons was created. 
a. At this point, the Commons consisted of two “knights of the shire” representing each of the 

and two burgesses representing each of the boroughs  
10. Was a little obsessed with the romantic notion of chivalry and founded the Order of the Garter 

in 1348 
11. Created the first three Dukes in England, Cornwall, Lancaster, and Clarence, to recognize close 

members of his family 
12. Incredibly popular both in England and abroad, Jean Froissart wrote “His like had not been seen 

since the days of King Arthur...” 
v. Richard II (b. 6 Jan. 1367, r. 1377-personal rule May 1389-1399)  

1. Plantagenet 
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2. Son of Edward the Black Prince and Joan of Kent 
3. Queens: Anne of Bohemia (m. 1382-1394) and Isabella of Valois (m. 1396-1400) 
4. If Edward III was popular, his grandson Richard II was not. See Figure 2. 
5. His early reign was under the de facto regency of John of Gaunt, his uncle and the Duke of 

Lancaster 
6. Fourteen years old, and four years into his reign, during the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 

a. After the Mayor of London, William Walworth, killed the rebel leader, Wat Tyler, Richard II 
directly intervened and lead the peasant mob away before granting them clemency and 
allowing them to disperse.  

b. He later changed his tune and went full on absolutist. 
7. Elevated Michael de la Pole, who came from a merchant family, to the nobility and created him 

Earl of Suffolk, and created Robert DeVere, Earl of Oxford, the Duke of Ireland, incensing the 
established nobility. 

8. First conflict with Parliament was with the session of 1386 (called the Wonderful Parliament 
[because of course it was]) arose out of Richard II’s extravagant patronage of his favorites, at 
the cost of the nation’s coffers. 
a. The king was eventually forced to remove de la Pole as Chancellor and accept fourteen 

Commissioners to oversee Royal expenditures for a year. 
9. In 1387, a group of nobles, including the Duke of Gloucester and the Earls of Arundel and 

Warwick confronted the king and brought an appeal of treason against de la Pole, DeVere, and 
others favored by the king 
a. By 1388, these Lords Appellant had been joined by the Earl of Derby (later Henry IV) and 

the Earl of Nottingham, and had routed Richard II’s reinforcements and some of Richard’s 
supporters, including Nicholas Brembre, the Mayor of London, and Chief Justice Robert 
Tresilian had been executed and DeVere and de la Pole had been sentenced to death in 
absentia.   

10. After things had settled down in England, Richard II tried to negotiate a permanent peace with 
France, and though this failed, he did manage to negotiate a truce which lasted 28 years. 
a. Part of this truce was his marriage to the six year old Isabella of France in 1396, this was 

not seen as a Good Idea because she would be unable to produce an heir for a many years 
(and Richard was 29 and kings only live so long). 

11. In 1397, Richard II had Gloucester, Arundel, and Warwick arrested. 
a. Arundel was sentenced to death and duly executed, Gloucester died “unexpectedly” while 

in custody, and Warwick was sentenced to death but his sentence commuted to life in 
prison.  Additionally, the Archbishop of Canterbury, brother of the Earl of Arundel, was 
exiled for life. 

12. Richard II then went on a “make my enemies pay (money)” tour of the realm to raise funds.  He 
also returned to his habit of raising personal favorites to various titles. 

13. The House of Lancaster was not amused.  They were even less amused when, in February 1399, 
the head of the house, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, died and Richard II refused to let his 
son, Henry of Bolingbroke, Duke of Hereford and Earl of Derby, inherit his title and extended 
his exile from ten years to life. 

14. Henry of Bolingbroke landed at Ravenspur in Yorkshire in June 1399.  Amassing an army as he 
went, he gained the acquiescence of the Earl of Northumberland and Duke of York before 
arriving at Flint Castle where Richard II surrendered to him. 

15. After his abdication, he spent some time in the Tower of London before moving to Pontefract 
Castle.  Upon the discovery of the Epiphany Rising plot, which sought to return him to the 
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throne, he died “mysteriously”, probably by starvation, at Pontefract in the beginning of 1400.  
Oops. 

16.  
vi. Henry IV (b. 15 April 1367, r. 1399-1413)  

1. Lancaster, cadet branch of the House of Plantagenet 
2. Son of John of Gaunt, 1st Duke of Lancaster and Blanche of Lancaster 
3. Queens: Mary de Bohun (m. 1380-1394), Joan of Navarre (m. 1403-1413) 
4. Childhood playmate of Richard II and admitted to the Order of the Garter in 1377 but 

participated in the rebellion of the Lords Appellant against Richard II 
5. Banished for ten years in 1398 to prevent conflict between himself and Thomas de Mowbray 

(banished for life).  After the death of his father, John of Gaunt, his exile was extended to 
match de Mowbray’s. 

6. Returned to England in 1399, accepted the surrender of Richard II, and had himself declared 
Henry IV of England, bypassing Richard’s heir presumptive, the seven-year-old Edmund de 
Mortimer (who had a crummy claim anyway. 

7. After the attempted rebellion called the Epiphany Rising, he may have had the deposed Richard 
II killed a little bit. 

8. Went on to do quite a lot (mostly putting down rebellions) in the fifteenth century.  Maybe 
that’ll be the theme for next year!  

b. Kings of France 
i. A Capetian family tree can be found in Figure 3. A Valois family tree can be found in Figure 4. 

ii. Philip IV (r. 1285-1314) 
1. Capetian 
2. Son of Philip III and Isabella of Aragon 
3. Queen: Joan of Navarre (m. 1284 - 1305 
4. Called Philip the Fair (Philippe le Bel) 
5. Sought a centralized, uncontested monarchy and relied on a professional bureaucracy of 

legalists. 
a. This wasn’t really the way kings were supposed to act so he got called a “useless owl”, 

among other things, by his contemporaries. 
6. First meeting of the Estates-General (French proto-parliament) was called in 1302. 

a. In this form, it only included the first two estates (nobility and clergy) and could not 
properly be called representative as the King chose and summoned the representatives. 

7. In order to raise funds to pay off debts from his father’s war in Aragon and for his fight against 
the English, Philip arrested the French Jews so that he could seize their assets.  In 1306, he 
expelled 100,000 Jews from France.  He did the same to the Lombard merchants. 

8. Boniface VIII condemned him for his spendthrift lifestyle and decreed that no church property 
could be transferred to the French crown. 

9. In debt to the Knights Templar, in 1307, Philip convinced the Pope to declare them heretics, 
seized their property, and decimated the order. 
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10. Had contact with Arghun and Öljaitü of the Mongol Ilkhanate in Baghdad regarding a possible 
joint Christian-Mongol crusade against the Mamaluks.  This crusade never took place. 

11. In the last year of his reign, two of his daughters-in-law were found guilty of adultery and 
imprisoned for life as part of the Affaire de la tour de Nesle.  Their trials may have been 
politically motivated by his daughter Isabella, who was married to Edward II of England, to 
ensure that her son would inherit the throne of France. 

iii. Louis X (r. 1314-1316) 
1. Capetian 
2. Son of Philip IV and Joan of Navarre 
3. Spouses: Margaret of Burgundy (m. 1305-1315), Queen Clementia of Hungry (m. 1315-1316) 
4. King of Navarre for nine years before becoming king of France. 
5. In 1315, he issued a decree stating that “France signifies freedom” and that any slave setting 

foot in France should be free. Though, serfs wishing to be free would have to pay a peculium or 
fee. 

6. During his two year reign, the French government and economy reverted to what it had been 
before his father’s reign.  Power became less centralized, financial reforms were halted, and 
the king became less important.  

7. In 1315, Louis readmitted the Jews of France under certain conditions: the decree was only 
good for twelve years (after which time they could be expelled again), they were required to 
wear an armband at all times, they could only live in areas where there had Jewish 
communities previously, and they were initially forbidden from usury. 

8. Louis had problems with Flanders (namely that he claimed suzerainty [a suzerain owes tribute 
to a more powerful lord but has internal autonomy] over Flanders and Flanders wasn’t having 
none of this.)  

9. In 1316, after a particularly exhausting game of real tennis, Louis dranka large quantity of 
cooled wine, developed pneumonia or pleurisy, and died. 

iv. John I (b. 15 November 1316, r. 15 November 1316 – 20 November 1316) 
1. Capetian 
2. Son of Louis X and Clementia of Hungry 
3. Was a baby.  Died. 
4. Called John the Posthumous. 

v. Philip V (b. 1292/3, r. 1316-1322) 
1. Capetian 
2. Son of Philip IV and Joan of Navarre 
3. Queen: Joan II, Countess of Burgundy (m. 1307-1322) 
4. Inherited the throne instead of Joan, last surviving child of Louis X, on the basis that her 

mother’s involvement in the scandal of 1314 meant that her parentage was in question.  
Additionally, Philip asserted that Salic law, which had been reaffirmed in recent years, should 
deny Joan the throne on account of her ovaries.  
a. Joan went on to become suo jure Queen of Navarre, which had no such squeamishness. 
b. Joan was the mother of Charles II of Navarre who would go on to make life very difficult for 

the Kings of France. 
5. Philip returned to the reforms of his father, Philip IV, trying to put the French government on 

solid fiscal standing.  He also reformed the currency and tried to standardize weights and 
measures. 

6. Philip acted to isolate Flanders both financially and politically to push Robert III, Count of 
Flanders, to accept his over-lordship.  He succeded in forcing Robert to make his grandson 
Louis, who had been under Philip’s influence since infancy, the heir to the County. 
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7. Tried to force Edward II of England to render him both personal fealty and homage for the 
lands Edward held in Gascony.  Edward rendered homage, but refused to swear fealty. 

8. Planned to go on crusade, but didn’t 
a. A popular crusade (called the Pastoreaux, or Shepherd’s Crusdade) began in Normandy in 

1320.  It quickly became violent and its participants attacked Jews, castles, wealthy clergy, 
and Paris.  It was condemned by Pope John XXII and suppressed militarily by Philip. 

9. In 1321, rumors began to circulate that Lepers were poisoning wells at the behest of Jews being 
controlled by foreign Muslims.  This kicked off yet a series of violent reprisals against both 
Lepers and Jews and intervention by the state to try and stem the violence.  These steps mostly 
involved fining Jews for their alleged participation in the plot.  Unsurprisingly, many Jews left 
France.  

10. Died childless in 1322 which is hilarious because it started the ball rolling for Edward III’s claim 
to France. 

vi. Charles IV (b. 1294, r. 1322-1328) 
1. Capetian 
2. Son of Philip IV and Joan of Navarre 
3. Queens: Blanche of Burgundy (m. 1307-1322), Marie of Luxembourg (m. 1322-1324), Jeanne 

d’Évreux (m. 1325-1328) 
4. Expelled many Jews from France after the leper scare. 
5. Tensions between England and France were back on the rise after skirmishes in Gascony. 
6. By 1324, Charles had confiscated the whole of Edward’s lands in the south.  Charles refused to 

return the lands even after the young Prince Edward (future Edward III) rendered homage on 
his father’s behalf. 

7. In 1323 a peasant revolt broke out in Flanders that Charles thought would help him maintain 
control of the county, however, by 1325 it was obvious that wasn’t the case so Charles 
declared the rebels guilt of treason, ordered them excommunicated, and mobilized an army to 
enforce this.  Louis, the fairly inept count of Flanders, tried to intervene, but eventually the 
rebels and Charles signed a peace treaty on their own. 

8. Raised his nephew Wenceslaus, the future Emperor Charles IV, from the age of seven and 
married him to his relative Blanche of Valois. 

9. Discussed a peace treaty and ecclesiastical union with Byzantium, with the blessing of the 
Pope, but that didn’t work out. 

10. Upon his death, he had one living daughter and a pregnant wife.  Since his brother had 
affirmed that Salic law, which had been interpreted to prohibit inheritance through the distaff 
branch, his daughter and her decedents were automatically excluded from inheritance.  
Therefore, a regency under his cousin, Philip of Valois, the closest male descendent of Philip III, 
was established while they waited for Jeanne d’Évreux to give birth.  Upon the birth of a second 
daughter, Philip of Valois was crowned Philip VI of France. 
a. Edward III argued that Salic law, while prohibiting inheritance by a female, did not exclude 

her descendents from inheritance and that he, therefore, was the rightful King of France 
through his mother Isabella, sister of Charles IV.  

vii. Philip VI (b. 1293, r. 1328-1350) 
1. Valois, cadet branch of the House of Capet 
2. Son of Charles, Count of Valois and Margaret, Countess of Anjou 
3. Queens: Joan the Lame (m. 1313 – 1348), Blanche of Navarre (m. 1350) 

a. Joan the Lame was intelligent, strong willed, and a capable administrator.  These were not 
traits favored in French queens so some of her contemporaries called her la male royne 
boiteuse, the evil lame queen. 
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4. Suppressed a rebellion in Flanders in 1328 and returned the puppet-Count Louis I to his 
position. 

5. Discussed going on crusade with Edward III of England, but by 1336 they were enemies. 
a. This may have something to do with Philip’s decision to shelter the King of Scotland in 1334 

and refuse to settle the matter of the Duchy of Aquitaine. 
6. In 1337, Edward III welcomed Robert III of Artois, who had been being pursued throughout 

Europe by agents of Philip VI, to England and made him Earl of Richmond.  In retaliation, Philip 
declared the Aquitaine forfeit. Bam.  Hundred Years’ War. 

7. Initial victories in the Hundred Years’ War were made by the French, who were both better 
funded and better armed. 

8. Philip’s strategy was largely to force England’s capitulation through attrition. 
a. His ships hounded the English seaboard, chevauchées into Gascony decimated English food 

production, and conflict in Flanders cut into English profits. 
9. The Battle of Sluys destroyed the French fleet, cutting off prospects of a French invasion of 

England. 
10. In 1341, the War of the Breton Succession allowed English footholds in Brittany, but they didn’t 

get very far. 
11. Edward’s first attempt to sue for peace in 1343 was denied because he wanted the Duchy of 

Aquitaine in full sovereignty. 
12. The tide began to change as the English made gains in Angoulême, and the Edward landed at 

Normandy and crossed the Somme.  
13. The battle of Crécy in 1346 is marked as a major turning point in the war.  Philip barely escaped 

capture and the French army was annihilated.  
14. The English laid siege to Calais and took the city in August 1347. 
15. Philip’s military failures were augmented by the arrival of the Black Death in 1348 which left 

France a divided and unstable country at his death in 1350. 
viii. John II "le Bon" (b. 1319, r. 1350-1364) 

1. Valois 
2. Son of Philip VI and Joan of Burgundy 
3. Queens: Bonne of Bohemia (m. 1332-1349), Joanna I of Auvergne (m. 1350-1361) 
4. In general, John had issues with the nobility because he did not apply justice equally and liked 

to elevate his favorites to high estate. 
5. John was invested as Duke of Normandy in 1332, when the Norman nobles were aligned in two 

camps, those following the Counts of Tancarville and those following the Counts of Harcourt. 
a. Normandy had been operating largely independent of France because of complicated 

loyalties to both the Kings of England and France among the Norman nobility. 
b. A brief uprising in 1341 was quashed by John’s father Philip. 

6. John came to power while France was being ravaged by the Black Death, the English-aligned 
Free Companies were plundering the country, and the Hundred Years’ War had turned in favor 
of the English. 

7. In 1354, Charles II of Navarre, called the Bad, was accused of being involved in the 
assassination of Charles de la Cerda, a favorite of John II and Constable of France.  However, in 
order to establish an alliance between Navarre and France, John signed the Treaty of Mantes in 
1354. 
a. Charles didn’t think much of this because Charles quickly struck up an alliance with the 

Duke of Lancaster. 
b. In 1355, John tried to make peace with Charles again with the Treaty of Valognes.  This 

didn’t really take either. 
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8. In 1356, John met Edward the Black Prince at Poitiers.  He was confident of his victory but held 
off his attack while the papal legate tried to negotiate a truce.   
a. The Black Prince offered up his loot-laden baggage train, promised not to fight against 

France for seven years, and may have offered to return Calais. 
b. Countering this, John demanded that the Black Prince and 100 of his best knights turn 

themselves over to be held for ransom. 
c. John should have just taken the Black Prince’s offer, in retrospect. 
d. Dressing identically to nineteen of the knights of his personal guard, John entered the 

battle with a battle axe and fought bravely until he was approached by Denis de 
Morbecque, who identified him and asked for his surrender.  

9. The Treaty of Brétigny, signed in 1360, set John’s ransom at 3 million écus and released John to 
France to raise the requisite funds, leaving John’s son Louis of Anjou in Calais as a replacement 
hostage.  

10. In 1363, Louis escaped and John, suffering from an excess of honor, returned himself to English 
custody. 

11. Where he died in 1364. 
ix. Charles V "le Sage" (regent for his father 1356 – 1360 and 1364, r. 1364-1380) 

1. Valois 
2. Son of John II and Bonne of Bohemia 
3. Queen: Joanna of Bourbon 
4. First heir to the French throne to bear the title of Dauphin 
5. After his father’s capture at Poitiers in 1346, Charles assumed the regency of the France. 
6. His first act was to summon the Estates-General in October 1346 to seek money. 

a. The Estates were not impressed by Charles’ management, and demanded the dismissal of 
seven royal ministers and their replacement by a council of twenty-eight nobles, clergy, 
and bourgeois.  Additionally they demanded the release of Charles the Bad, King of 
Navarre. 

b. Philip said no, Charles did not say yes. 
7. After the murder of a citizen seeking sanctuary in Paris, Etienne Marcel, Provost of Merchants 

and de facto leader of the third estate, marched an army of 3,000 to the royal palace in Paris 
and had the crowd murder two of the Dauphin’s marshals.  Charles managed to pacify the 
crowd and Marcel’s actions destroyed support for the Third Estate among the nobles and 
clergy.  Marcel’s support of the Jacquerie, a popular rebellion that swept France like a plague of 
locust, undermined his support from the towns.  He was eventually murdered by a mob in 
1348. 

8. The initial treaty signed in 1359 by Edward III and John II set John’s ransom at 4 million écus 
and ceded the majority of Western France to England. 
a. Charles rejected this treaty. 
b. Edward invaded France again and raided the countryside.   
c. The Treaty of Brétigny, signed in 1360, lowered the king’s ransom to 3 million écus and 

ceded a third of western France to England  
d. After the Treaty of Brétigny, John II returned to France, ruled ineffectively for four years, 

before remanding himself to English custody and dying. 
9. Advised by a group  of minor nobles called the Marmousets 
10. In 1376, Pope Gregory XI moved his court back to Rome after almost 70 of the papacy residing 

in Avignon.  Two years later he died.  No one ever dies when it’s convenient in this story. 
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11. In November 1378, Charles recognized the election of Robert of Geneva as Pope Clement VII, 
this despite the election in April 1378 of Bartolomeo Prigamo as Pope Urban VI.  Pope and 
Antipope, never a good situation. 

x. Charles VI (r. 1380-1422) 
1. Valois 
2. Son of Charles V and Joan of Bourbon 
3. Suffered from bouts of insanity beginning in his mid-twenties when he would believe he was 

made of glass or denying the existence of his wife and children. 
4. Signed the Treaty of Troyes (1420) recognizing Henry V of England as his rightful heir 

C. Religion 
a. The Avignon Papacy (1309 – 1378) 

i. Sometimes called the Avignon captivity 
ii. After the death of Pope Boniface VIII and his successor Benedict XI and increasing conflicts with 

Philip IV of France, the conclave elected Clement V in 1305, who declined to leave his native France 
and moved the papal court from Rome to Avignon. 

b. The Western Schism (1378 – 1418) 
i. Sometimes called the Papal Schism or Great Schism, this leads to confusion with the other Great 

Schism (or East-West Schism) of 1054 that saw the division of Chalcedonian Christianity (pretty 
much everyone but the Ethiopian, Eritrean, Syriac, Armenian Apastolic, and Historical Indian 
churches [collectively Oriental Orthodox Churches]) into Eastern (later commonly referred to as the 
Eastern Orthodox Church) and Western (later commonly referred to as the Roman Catholic Church) 
branches. 

ii. After the death of Gregory XI in 1378, the citizens of Rome rioted to ensure the election of a Roman 
pontiff, who would prevent the re-removal of the Papacy from Rome.  

iii. Unable to find a suitable Roman candidate, the cardinals elected the Neapolitan Archbishop of Bari, 
born Bartolomeo Prignano, who took the name Urban VI.  

iv. Urban had been a well respected administrator in Avignon, but as a pope he proved suspicious, 
reformist, and prone to violent outbursts of temper. At one point attempting to strike a Cardinal for 
speaking out of turn. 

v. Irritated and under pressure from the French monarchy, the French cardinals who had participated 
in his election removed themselves from Rome to Anagni, where, even though Urban was still alive, 
they elected Robert of Geneva as anti-pope.  Robert took the name Clement VII and reestablished a 
papal court in Avignon.  

vi. Figure 5 – Map of allegiances during the Western Schism 
c. John Wycliffe (b. 1320 – d. 1384) 

i. Translated the Gospels of Matthew, Mark Luke and John from Vulgate bible into vernacular English 
1. He may have also translated the rest of the New Testament of the Vulgate Bible 
2. The “Wycliffe Bible” of 1382 included his translations as well as translations from his 

compatriots 
a. Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 

Kings, 2 Kings, 3 Kings, 4 Kings, 1 Paralipomenon, 2 Paralipomenon, 1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, 3 
Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Songes of Songes, 
Wisdom, Syrach, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Preier of Jeremye, Baruk, Ezechiel, Daniel, 
Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas, Mychee, Naum, Abacuk, Sofonye, Aggey, Sacarie, 
Malachie, 1 Machabeis, and 2 Machabeis 

b. New Testament: Matheu, Mark, Luke, John, Dedis of Apostlis, Romaynes, 1 Corinthis, 2 
Corinthis, Galathies, Effesies, Filipensis, Colosencis, 1 Thessalonycensis, 2 Thessalonycensis, 
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1 Tymothe, 2 Tymothe, Tite, Filemon, Ebrews, James, 1 Petre, 2 Petre, 1 Joon, 2 Joon, 3 
Joon, Judas, Apocalips, and Laodicensis 

c. An online copy can be found at http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(Wycliffe) 
ii. Obtained a bachelor’s degree in Theology and Doctor of Divinity from Oxford University 

D. The Common Experience (For Next Time!) 
a. Check out the tables, they’re pretty awesome!  

http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(Wycliffe)�
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Tables and Figures 

 
Figure 1 

(http://historyofengland.typepad.com/.a/6a0147e0fd1b4a970b016768803901970b-popup) 
 

 
Figure 2 

(From http://www.goodticklebrain.com)  

http://historyofengland.typepad.com/.a/6a0147e0fd1b4a970b016768803901970b-popup�
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Figure 3 

(http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/France-2ndCapet.png, edited by the author to fit on this page.) 
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Figure 4 

(http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/France-3rdValois.png, edited by the author to fit on this page.) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/France-3rdValois.png�
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Figure 5 

(Avignon – Castile, Aragon, France, Scotland, Cyprus, and Naples; Rome – England, Denmark, Sweden, Hungary, and Poland Variable allegiance – 
Portugal and the HRE; not applicable – Grenada, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Western_schism_1378-1417.svg) 
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Social Hierarchy 
Lay People (landed and rural) Lay People (urban) Clergy 

Pope 
King   

Princes  Cardinals 
Dukes  Archbishops 
Earls  Bishops 

  Abbots summoned to Parliament, the 
prior of the Hospitallers and the Master of 

the Templars (to 1308) 
Barons  Abbots of lesser abbeys 

Priors of the larger priories, and priors of 
the mendicant orders (friars 

Knights Mayors of cities and incorporated towns Canons of cathedrals, archdeacons, and 
priors of lesser priories 

Esquires and gentlemen with £200 or 
more income from land 

The richest merchants with more than 
£1,000 capital, and aldermen of cities and 

incorporated towns 

Other higher clergy and wealthy rectors 
(usually of multiple parishes) 

Esquires and gentlemen with £100 income 
from land 

Middling merchants with £500 capital or 
more 

Rectors of single parishes 

Franklins/yeomen Merchants with less than £500 capita; 
some professionals (e.g. physicians, 

lawyers, and a few master masons/master 
carpenters) 

Vicars of parishes 

Husbandmen (freemen) Shopkeepers, local traders, skilled 
workers, and freemen of towns 

Chaplains, friars, and minor clergy 

Villeins (unfree) Laborers Hermits 
 Beggars  

 
Table 1 

(Adapted from The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer, pp. 104-105.) 
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Types of Regular Clergy in 14th Century England 
Type Orders 

Monastic Orders Monks follow the Rule of St. Benedict.  
They withdraw from the secular world to 
contemplate and pray, and keep no 
possessions of their own.  

• Benedictines (Black Monks) 
• Cluniacs 
• Cistercians (White Monks) 
• Carthusians 

Regular Canons Like monks except that they follow the 
teachings of St. Augustine of Hippo.  Not to 
be confused with Regular Cannons. 

• Augustinian Canons (Austin Canons or Black Canons) 
• Premonstratensians (White Canons or Norbertines) 
• Gilbertines (Order of St. Gilbert of Sempringham, only order 

founded in England) 
• Grandmontines 

Military Orders Orders of knights originally established to 
protect pilgrim routes to the Holy Land.  
After the abolition of the Templars in 1308, 
only the Hospitallers have a significant 
presence in England. 

• Templars (The Order of the Temple) 
• Hospitallers (The Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem) 

Mendicant Orders 
(Friars) 

Unlike monks, friars go out into the world, 
preaching the word of God to rich and poor 
alike.  They have given up all their property 
(both individually and collectively, unlike 
monasteries) and taken vows of chastity 
and abstinence, but otherwise are free to 
roam where they will. 

• Dominicans (Blackfriars or Friars Preacher) 
• Franciscans (Greyfriars or Friars Minor) 
• Carmelites (White Friars) 
• Brothers of Penitence (Bluefriars or Boni Homines) - Maybe 
• Austin Friars 
• Friars of the Holy Cross (Crutched Friars) 

 
Table 2 

(Adapted from The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer, pp. 104-105.) 
 
 
 
 

Clothing Regulations Imposed by the English Sumptuary Laws of 1363 
Status What They May Wear 

Lords with lands worth £1,000 annually, and 
their families 

No restrictions 

Knights with lands worth £266 13s 4d (400 
marks) annually, and their families 

May dress at their will, except they may wear no weasel fur, ermine, or clothing of precious 
stones other than the jewels in women’s hair 

Knights with lands worth £133 6s 8d (200 
marks) annually, and their families 

Fabric worth no more than £4 (6 marks) for the whole cloth; no cloth of gold, nor a cloak, mantle, 
or gown lined with pure miniver; sleeves of ermine or any other material embroidered with 
precious stones; women may not wear ermine or weasel fur, or jewels except those worn in their 
hair. 

Esquire with land worth £200 per year and 
merchants with goods to the value of £1,000, 
and their families 

Fabric worth no more than £3 6s 8d (5 marks) for the whole cloth; they may wear cloth of silk and 
silver, or anything decorated with silver, women may wear miniver but not ermine or weasel fur, 
or any jewels except those worn in their hair. 

Esquires, gentlemen with £100 per year and 
merchants with goods to the value of £500, 
and their families 

Fabric worth no more than £3 (4 ½ marks) for the whole cloth; no cloth of gold, silk, or silver, no 
embroidery, no precious stones or fur. 

Yeomen and their families Fabric worth no more than 40s (£2) for the whole cloth; no jewels, gold, silver, embroidery, 
enamelware, or silk, no fur except lamb, rabbit, cat, or fox; women may not wear a silk veil 

Servants and their families Fabric worth no more than 2 marks for the whole cloth; no gold, silver, embroidery, enamelware, 
or silk; women not to wear a veil worth more than 12d 

Carters, plowmen, drivers of plows, oxherds, 
cowherds, swineherds, dairymaids, and 
everyone else working the land who does not 
have 40s of goods 

No cloth except blanket and russet ad 12 d per ell, belts of linen (rope) 

 
Table 3 

(Adapted from The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer, pp. 104-105.) 
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English Currency 
Value in Pence Value in other denominations  Name of Coin 

¼d 4 Farthings = 1 Pence (d) (silver) 
½d 2 Halfpennies = 1 d 
4 d  = 1 Groat (Still in circulation from the reign of Edward I) (silver) 
12d 3 Groats = 1 Shilling (s) (silver) 
18d 1s 6d = 1 Quarter Florin or Helm (gold) (1344) 
36d 3s = 1 Half Florin or Leopard (gold) (1344) 
60d 5s or ¼£  = 1 Crown (silver) 
72d 6s = 1 Florin (gold) (1344) 
80d  6s 8d or 20 Groats or ⅓£ = 1 Noble (gold) (1351) 

160d 13s 4d or 2 Nobles or ⅔£ = 1 Mark (silver) 
240d 20s or 1 ½ Marks or 3 Nobles or 4 Crowns = 1 Pound (£) (equal to one pound of silver, no actual coin) 

 
Table 4 

(Adapted from The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer, p. 96.) 
 
 

Daily Wages of Hired Workers 
Worker 1301-10 1331-40 1361-70 1391-1400 

Carpenter 2 ¾d 3d 4 ½d 4 ½d 
Laborer 1 ½d 1 ¾d 3 ¼d 3 ¼d 
Thatcher 2 ½d 3d 3 ½d 4 ¼d 
Thatcher’s Mate 1d 1 ¼d 2d 2 ¼d 
Mason 5d 5 ½d 6d 6d 

 
Table 5 

(Note: there were approx. 263-274 working days per year. Adapted from The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer, p. 100.) 
 
 

Wages of Other Workers 
Profession Wage (Daily unless noted otherwise) Year 

Mercenaries:   
Knight Banneret 4s 1316 
Knight 2s 1316 
Man-at-arms or squire 1s 1316 

Regular Army:   
Esquires, constables, and centenars 1s 1346 
Mounted Archers, armored infantry, hobilars, vintenars  6d 1346 
Welsh vintenars  4d 1346 
Archers 3d 1346 
Welsh infantry 2d 1346 

Crown Revenues (at peace) £30,000/year c. 1300 
Barons £200-£500+/year c. 1300 
Earls £400-£11,000/year c. 1300 
Chantry Priest £4 13s 4d/year 1379 
Squire 13s 4d-£1/year “14th Century” 
Carters, porters, falconers, grooms, messengers 5s-8s 8d/year “14th Century” 
Kitchen servants 2s-4s/year “14th Century” 
Boys and pages 1s-6s/year “14th Century” 
Wardens of London Bridge £10/year 1382 

Table 6 
(Adapted from Kenneth Hodges’ List of price of medieval items at http://medieval.ucdavis.edu/120D/Money.html)  
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Approximate Value of Goods in the 14th Century 
Item Price 

Tools 
1 Yoke 2s 

Foot iron of plough 5d 
1 set of Mason’s Tools 3d 

Food and Livestock 
Wine 4d/gal. for best Gascon and 8d/gal. for best Rhenish in London 
Ale 1.5d/gal. for good, 1d/gal. for medium, and ¾d/gal. for poor 

Also listed: Best Ale – 1 ¼d in London, ¾d in Somerset   
Spices (Cinnamon, cloves, mace, pepper, sugar, etc.) 1-3s/lb 

Saffron 12-15s/lb 
Knight’s Horse £5 

Cow 9s 5d 
Ox 13s 1 ¼d 

Sheep 1s 5d 
Pig 2s in Somerset, 3s in London 

Chicken ½d 
1 dozen eggs ½d  

Goose 6d (legal price) 7-8d (asking price) 
5-10 Salted Herring (wholesale) 1d 

Oats 1s/quarter in Somerset, 2s 2d/quarter in London 
Average cost of feeding people per day on an estate in 1380 Lord, 7d; esquire, 4d; yeoman, 3d; and groom, 1d 

Books and Education 
Monastery school £2/year (approx.) 

Oxford Board, 104s/year; Clothing 40s/year; Instruction, 26s 8d/year 
126 Books £113 

Rent and building costs 
Rent per annum for 138 shops on London Bridge £160 4s   

Rent for the three London taverns with the exclusive right to sell sweet 
wines (hippocras, clarry, piments) 

£200 

Annual Rent for a Cottage 5s 
Cost to build a Cottage (1 bay, 2 stories)  £2 

Annual Rent for a Craftsman’s House 20s 
Cost to build a Craftsman’s house (i.e., with shop, work area, and room 

for workers) with 2-3 bays and tile roof       
£10-£15 

Annual Rent for a Merchant’s House £2-£3 
Cost to build a Merchant’s house £33-£66 

Transept of Gloucester Abbey £781 
Cloth and Clothing 

Fashionable Gown £10-£50 
Reeve’s murrey (dark brown) robe 6s 4d 

Reeve’s red robe 5s 3d 
Wealthy peasants clothes Linen Chemise, 8d; shoes, 6d; woolen garment, 3s; tunic 3s  

Landless serf’s tunics 1-6d 
Cloth for peasant tunics 8d – 1s 3d/ yard 

Best wool 5s/yard 
Silk 10-12s/yard (15th Century) 

Arms and Armor 
Total armor owned by a knight £16 6s 8d 

Armor in the house of Thomas of Woodstock, duke of Gloucester £103 
Cheap sword (peasant’s sword) 6d 

Weddings and Deadings 
Sample peasant dowries 13s 8d, 35s 11d, 57s, and 63s 4d 

Fees paid to the lord on the marriage of one of his serfs 1s – 13s 4d 
Wedding feast, wealth peasant 20s 

Dowry for an esquire’s daughter Up to £66 13s 4d (15th C.) 
Dowry for a Baron’s daughter  £1,000+ 

Cheap gentlewoman’s funeral (bell-ringing, clergy, food) £7 (15th C.) 
Bishop Mitford's funeral £130+ (15th C.) 
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Travel 
Chariot (covered wagon pulled by horses) £8 

Queen’s Chariot £400 
Lady Eleanor’s Chariot (sister of Edward III) £1,000 

Chariot maintenance  1-3s/year 
Barge £10 

Guide for a knight 1d 
Ferry ride per horseman 1d 

Average cost per night in an inn 2d, 1d in London 
Miscellaneous Goods 

2 Gold rings with diamonds £15 
3 strings of pearls 70s 
6 gold necklaces 100s 

Candles 1 ½d/lb in Somerset, 2d-2½d/lb in London  
Fees 

Fee to enroll an apprentice 2s with mercers, 1s with carpenters 
Fee to join guild after an apprenticeship 20s with mercers, 3s 4d with carpenters 

Fee to gain freedom of a town 3s 4d – 20s 
Table 7 

(Adapted from Kenneth Hodges’ List of price of medieval items at http://medieval.ucdavis.edu/120D/Money.html)  
 
 
 

Household Inventories from the second half of the Fourteenth Century 
Peasant Merchant Earl/Duke 

Household Goods of Robert Oldham of 
Oxforshire, c. 1350 

Household goods of William Harecourt of 
Linconshire, 1383 

Items at Dartington Hall, Devon, in the Lord’s 
Absence, 1400 

Item Value Item Value Item (no values given ) 
3 brass pots 2s each 8 mazers bound w/ gilt-silver £5 1 bed of silk embroidered with bulls and divers 

other arms with three curtains of tartarin (a 
rich eastern silk fabric imported from Tartary) 
covered with gold foil with bulls, with two rugs 
of tapestry with bulls, and eight cushions of 
silk embroidered with bulls 

2 pans and a tripod for cooking 1s 3 silver cups with lids £4 
6 plates of silver £2 10s 

Hoops for wooden vessels 1s 2 beds £1 6s 8d 
2 metal ewers 6d each 4 more beds of worsted £3 

On basin and ewer 8d 8 blankets and 6 quilts £2 1 bed with a baldaquin (canopy) embroidered 
with the arms of England and Hainault, with 3 
curtains of red sandal (light silk) 

Another basin and ewer 2s 8d 8 pairs of sheets £2 
Canvas cloth 9d 10 more pairs of sheets £2 
A tapet 3d 4 pairs of worsted curtains and 2 

half-tester beds 
£1 6s 8d 1 bed of red tartarin embroidered with letters 

with a curtain of red tartarin belonging to the 
same bed 

A tapet with sheets 3s 4d 
A tapet with 2 sheets and 4 
blankets 

5s 4d 3 brass pots 40s 
8 more brass pots 13s 4d 19 white Arras tapestries showing parrots 

A tablecloth 2s 6d 3 great brass pans 10s 14 rugs of red tapestry with the arms of the 
late earl of Huntingdon and of the lady his 
wife, and with the wheat-ear livery badge of 
the same earl 

A towel 6d 5 small pans 10s 
Two cloths 8d 3 basins and 3 water jugs 13s 4d 
A coffer 2s 1 great basin 6s 8d 
2 stools 8d 30 pewter vessels £1 12 rugs of blue tapestry with the arms of the 

late earl of Huntingdon One bench 1 ½ d 4 pewter bottles, 6 quart pots 2 
gallon pots, and 4 pint pots of 
pewter 

10s 
Clothes 34s* 2 long cushions of red cloth of gold 
Bed ** 2 long cushions of red velvet and 8 short 

cushions of the same cloth Table ** 1 backplate for a fireplace, 4 
andirons, 2 spits, and 1 iron 
candlestick 

£1 
 8 short cushions of red cloth of gold and 12 

cushions of white cloth of gold * This is unusually high. 
** These items are left off the inventory, but 
their presence is suggested by other items 

1 great leaden pan and 5 small 
leads 

£2 10s 4 long white cushions of white damask cloth 
embroidered with M’s with golden crowns and 
2 short cushions of the same material 

 2 long cushions of green damask cloth 
2 great arks (wooden coffers) £1 1 cushion of black damask cloth 
5 small arks 16s 3 golden Arras rugs 
3 tables and 3 pairs of trestles 3s 2 long cushion of old damask 
3 dossers (ornamental cloths £1 10s 1 hanging tapestry for the hall 
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behind a chair), 6 bankers 
(embroidered covering for a 
bench or chair), and 18 cushions 

4 green rugs of tapestry 
7 rugs of white worsted embroidered black 
ragged staves 
3 curtains (for a bed) with one valance of white 
tartarin of the same ragged staves design 3 feather beds 15s 

1 screen 6s 8d 1 bed with a baldaquin with three curtains of 
red tartarin 2 hawks and a “gentle” falcon £10 

 11 old rugs of white and blue linsey-woolsey 
1 bed with a green baldaquin and 3 curtains of 
green tartarin 
8 carpets 
1 old bed with a torn baldaquin and 3 curtains 
of blue tartarin 
1 old bed of red worsted embroidered with 
oak leaves, with 3 curtains of tartarin and 7 
worsted rugs to match 
1 dosser (back hanging) and 2 costers (side 
hangings) with the same oak leaves pattern 
1 cover for a silk bed of red and white 
1 missal, 1 antiphonal with a psalter contained 
within it and 1 gradual 
Alter coverings, vestments, surplices, and 
curtains in the chapel 
8 tablecloths, 6 hand towels, and 5 other 
cloths for the table 
2 silver bowls and 1 silver washbasin 
1 silver pot and 1 covered salt of silver 
3 silver cups, 1 with a cover of gilt-silver 
6 silver spoons, 6 silver plates, and 4 silver 
saucers 
5 chests bound in iron 
In the kitchen, 4 great standard pots of bronze 
5 smaller pots of bronze 
6 small pots of bronze 
5 very small bronze pots 
2 great cooking vessels 
2 small cooking vessels 
4 great ladles of copper 
4 small ladles of bronze 
4 frying pans 
3 great iron griddles and 1 old iron griddle 
6 iron rakes 
5 great mortars 
156 tin plates 

 
Table 8 

(Adapted from The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer, pp. 151-152, 157-158, and 165.) 
 


